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STATE COURT CASES

ATTORNEY/CLIENT  -- FAMILY LAW 

04-2-3336  Lerner v. Laufer, Esq., et al., App. Div. (Wells, J.A.D.) (29 pp.)  

Where an attorney and a client, after consultation, enter into a written limitation of the scope of representation satisfying RPC 1:2(c) -- whereby the client engages the attorney to review a mediated property settlement agreement, but not to perform discovery, engage experts to value property, review tax returns or to perform customary services otherwise expected of counsel in a contested divorce case -- the panel holds that it is not legal malpractice for the attorney not to perform such services where: (1) the client is competent, generally informed about the family's financial affairs, has voluntarily submitted to mediation with a mediator of whom the client approves and has not been the victim of domestic violence; and (2) the proposed settlement agreement does not violate the law or public policy, protects the interests of the children, and does not foster non-disclosure of the family's affairs to appropriate taxing authorities.  [Approved for publication Apr. 8, 2003.]

